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Technology has
come to the res-
cue of the power

sector which was on
the verge of a crisis.
An important contri-

bution in this regard
has been of the LED
lights. This energy-
efficient light has
lightened up the
power sector like
never before and ben-
efitted millions of
users owing to its

numerous benefits.
Initiative like Make in
India has given a con-
siderable boost by
bringing innovations
and technology in the
lighting industry.    

RISING DEMAND
AND BENEFITS
The lighting industry
has been witnessing
a good demand for
LEDs especially from
metros. Initiatives

like Smart Cities
and National LED
Programme as well
as the growing
need of energy con-
servation have
been behind the
rise in demand for
LED lights. Some
of the advantages
of an LED light is
that it is energy
efficient and is
capable of out-
putting 135 lumens
per watt; its lifes-
pan is longer (the
average LED lasts
50,000 to 1,
00,000 hours or
more compared to
the traditional
lighting solutions);
and it contains no
mercury or other
hazardous sub-
stances.     

"Compared to
rural areas, there's
a better awareness
in cities regarding
LED lights. It has
become the first
choice of people
because it con-
sumes less energy,
has brilliant lifes-
pan and is avail-
able at a low price.

These lights use
over 75% less
energy than the
i n c a n d e s c e n t
bulbs, and thus
one can see a huge
difference in the
power bills. All
these factors have
led to the growth
of the LED lights,"
says Arvind Shah,
owner of a hard-
ware store.

Today, LED
lights are largely
used in house-
holds, corporate
offices, street
lighting, electronic
displays, factories
and more. Even the
Indian Railways,
taking the environ-
ment-friendly step,
has started using
LED lights for rail-
way stations
across India. 

According to a
report by the lead-
ing global
research -based
consulting firm,
the LED lighting
market stood at
US$ 918.70 million
in 2016 and is pro-
jected to grow at a
CAGR of 24.66 per
cent to reach US$
3.76 billion by
2022.

CHALLENGES
The major chal-
lenge is from Chi-
nese manufactur-
ers. "Chinese LED
lights are of low
quality but since
they are available
at a much lower
price, there is a
high demand for
these products.
This is a major
challenge that Indi-
an lighting industry
has been facing

lately, and strong
measures are
required to curb its
import," said Satish
Majhatia, an industry
expert.

FUTURE GROWTH
The revolution that
LED lights have
brought in the power
sector is here to stay
for a long time.

According to experts,
the LED lighting
industry will continue
to grow considering
the increasing adop-
tion of these lights
and several initia-
tives by the govern-
ment to boost its use
in India. 

Moreover, owing to
the programmes like
Make in India, a lot of

innovations are hap-
pening in the field of
LED lighting industry,
which is constantly
evolving. The latest
feature in LEDs is
controlled lighting
which is further
boosting the smart
way of living. In addi-
tion to this, internet
of things (IoT) is giv-
ing an edge to the

lighting industry
where several
devices can be linked
with lights. Though
the demand for LED
lighting in India is
largely seen in metro
cities, it is expected
to grow in Tier-II and
Tier-III markets espe-
cially in street light-
ing and industrial
lighting categories.

CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

The growing need for energy
conservation has made LED
lights the first choice for street
lights as well as industrial, office
and home spaces

ADVANTAGES OF LED LIGHTS

SHINNING
BRIGHT

Energy efficient: As they are
capable of outputting 135
lumens per watt
Longer lifespan: The average LED
lasts 50,000 to 1, 00,000 hours or
more compared to the traditional
lighting solutions
Contain no mercury or other
hazardous substances

Energy efficient: As they are
capable of outputting 135
lumens per watt
Longer lifespan: The average LED
lasts 50,000 to 1, 00,000 hours or
more compared to the traditional
lighting solutions
Contain no mercury or other
hazardous substances

Energy efficient: As they are
capable of outputting 135
lumens per watt
Longer lifespan: The average LED
lasts 50,000 to 1, 00,000 hours or
more compared to the traditional
lighting solutions
Contain no mercury or other
hazardous substances
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FIR AGAINST CHHATTISGARH EX-CM AJIT JOGI
AFTER PANEL REJECTS HIS TRIBAL CLAIM

WEST BENGAL ASSEMBLY PASSES BILL, MAKES
MOB LYNCHING PUNISHABLE WITH DEATH

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi:CBI on Friday car-
ried out “surprise checks” at
150 locations across the coun-
try as part of their special
drive on curbing corruption in
government departments. The
checks are being conducted in
coordination with vigilance of-
ficers of concerned ministries
and government departments.

According to CBI, the joint
surprise checks are primarily
being conducted at such
points and places where ordi-
nary citizens or small busi-
nesses feel the maximum
pinch of corruption in gov-
ernment machinery.

“This special drive will sen-
sitise all stakeholders about
possible avenues of corruption
a common citizen faces, while
seeking services from such de-
partments. It also strives to
identify and highlight points
and places vulnerable to cor-
ruption.” said a CBI spokesper-
son. The drive has been taken
up as part of PM Modi’s “ease
of living and doing business”
concept, said an official.

The departments covered
on Friday include railways, coal
mines & coalfields, medical/he-
althcare organisations, custo-
ms and Food Corporation of In-
dia. The list comprises depart-
ments such as power, municipal
corporations, ESIC, transport,
CPWD, directorate of estates,
fire services, sub registrar of-
fice, GST department, Port Tr-
ust, national highways, DAVP,
Airport Authority of India, pu-
blic sector oil companies, DG-
FT, public sector banks, ASI, sh-
ipping corporation, BSNL, steel
PSUs, mines & minerals and in-
dustries department-NCT.

Places where these checks
were conducted are Delhi, Jai-
pur, Jodhpur, Guwahati, Shil-
long, Chandigarh, Faridabad,
Sangrur, Srinagar, Chennai,
Madurai, Kolkata, Bhubanesw-
ar, Hyderabad, Bangalore, Mu-
mbai, Pune, Sholapur, Gandhi-
nagar, Bhopal and Raipur.

Full report on www.toi.in

CBI carries out
‘surprise raids’

at 150 sites, govt
depts under lens

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Chances of the
Supreme Court giving a final
verdict in November in the 70-
year-old litigation for owner-
ship of the Ram Janmabhoo-
mi-Babri Masjid land in
Ayodhya brightened as all
Hindu parties, which were
awarded two-thirds of the
disputed land by the Allaha-
bad high court, have complet-
ed their arguments. The hear-
ing had started on August 6.

Giving a patient hearing
to counsel but not allowing
them to repeat or reiterate
each other’s arguments, a
bench of Chief Justice Ran-
jan Gogoi and Justices S A
Bobde, D Y Chandrachud,
Ashok Bhushan and S Abdul
Nazeer appeared to have
achieved the unimaginable

— completion of arguments
on behalf of deity Ram Lalla,
Nirmohi Akhara, All India
Ram Janmasthan Punaruth-
an Samiti, two factions of
Hindu Mahasabha, Shia
Waqf Board and legal heir of
Gopal Singh Visharad, who
had first instituted a suit in
1951after idols were installed
inside Babri Masjid in De-
cember 1949.

The Allahabad HC had di-
vided the disputed land
equally among three parties,

with one-third going to deity
Ram Lalla under the central
dome of the mosque prior to
its demolition in 1992, anoth-
er third comprising the Ram
Chabutra and Sita Rasoi to
Nirmohi Akhara and the last
third to Sunni Waqf Board.

With arguments on behalf
of deity Ram Lalla and Nir-
mohi Akhara getting over on
Day 16 of the proceedings, the
main party left to advance ar-
guments is Sunni Waqf
Board represented by senior

advocate Rajeev Dhavan,
who had protested against
the five-days-a-week hearing
schedule fixed by the SC.

With many in the court
corridors wondering wheth-
er the bench would be able to
conclude proceedings and de-
liver a judgment before the re-
tirement of CJI Gogoi on No-
vember 17, the completion of
arguments by parties award-
ed two-thirds of the disputed
land brightens the chances of
the court delivering the final
verdict in November.

Dhavan had earlier said
he would take 20 days to com-
plete arguments. Even if
Dhavan lives up to his asser-
tion, it would still leave the
SC with more than a month
to firm up its verdict. 

Muslim parties will start
arguments on Monday.

Full report on www.toi.in

Chances brighten for verdict
in Ayodhya case in November
Hindu Parties End Arguments, Muslim Side To Start On Mon

Saurabh.Sinha
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New Delhi: Israel wants to
add additional layers to its
air-security and has requ-
ested India to allow trained
Israeli personnel to put
flyers to Tel Aviv through a
behaviour analysis.

India, which usually
gives its nod to such security
measures from friendly
countries on a reciprocal ba-
sis, is considering the re-
quest. “India is sensitive to
security concerns of other
countries and we usually al-
low specific requests on a re-
ciprocal basis,” said a source.

Air India (Delhi-Tel Aviv)
and Israel’s El Al (Mumbai-
Tel Aviv) operate direct flig-

hts between the two coun-
tries. Israel wants its person-
nel on El Al to conduct a be-
haviour analysis of flyers on
its flights from Mumbai.

A Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF) official —
responsible for airport secu-
rity — said Israel had con-
ducted a training pro-
gramme for its personnel for
behaviour profiling in 2010.

“Since then we have been pro-
viding training in this field
and using it. Almost all drug
and cash recoveries are made
by observing passenger beha-
viour,” the official said.

CISF’s Aviation Securi-
ty Training Institute in Del-
hi on Friday conducted a
course on “passenger profil-
ing — behaviour detection
and profiling” for National
Security Guard personnel.

Sources said requests for
additional security checks
from certain countries are
not uncommon. Passengers
flying all direct flights to the
US get on the aircraft through
a special glass-enclosed boar-
ding zone, to eliminate any
possibility of going any-
where else after the check.

New Delhi: Railway minister
Piyush Goyal on Friday said
sending private security gua-
rds for training in RSS shakhas
will improve their mental and
physical capabilities.

“I urge you to look at train-
ing in a big way... the training
we get in RSS shakhas is far su-
perior to some of the training
some of these security guards
get. That is not to suggest that
you should send all these people
to shakhas, but it will not be
bad, they will learn some-
thing,” he said at the ‘Private Se-
curity Industry Conclave-2019’.
“They will improve both their
mental and physical capabili-
ties. I am only trying to mention
that training is a very essential
element in the work your indus-
try does,” he added. PTI

Shakha training
could be helpful
for guards: Goyal

New Delhi: Senior Karnata-
ka Congress leader D K Shiv-
akumar on Friday was ques-
tioned by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) for over
four hours in a money laun-
dering case, officials said.

Shivakuma and his sup-
porters, arrived at the ED
headquarters after the Karna-
taka HC refused to grant him
and others interim protection
from arrest in the case on Fri-
day. He arrived around 6:30pm
and left around 11:45pm.

Officials said Shivaku-
mar’s statement has been re-
corded under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). It is understood
that the investigating officer
of the case has asked him to
depose again on Saturday.

“It is my duty (to appear)...
I have to respect the law. ...I
don’t know why they (ED)
have called me under the
PMLA. But... I am ready to face
them,” the former Karnataka
minister told reporters before
entering the agency’s office.

Earlier in the day, Shiv-
akumar indicated that his

“instrumental role” in ensur-
ing safe stay of Gujarat Con-
gress MLAs in a Karnataka
resort during the Rajya Sabha

polls in 2017, amid allegations
that BJP was trying to poach
them, was the reason for the
I-T searches and the subse-
quent ED action against him.

The ED had in September
last year registered a money
laundering case against Shiv-
akumar, Haumanthaiah, an
employee at Karnataka Bha-
van in New Delhi, and others.
The case was filed based on a
charge sheet (prosecution
complaint) filed by the I-T de-
partment against him last
year on charges of alleged tax
evasion and hawala transac-
tions worth crores of rupees.

The I-T department has
accused Shivakumar and his
associate S K Sharma of
transporting huge amount
of unaccounted cash on a
regular basis through ‘hawa-
la’ channels with the help of
three other accused. 

Unaccounted cash of ap-
proximately Rs 20 crore was
seized during raids in New
Delhi and Bengaluru in 2017
which were directly relata-
ble to Shivakumar, the I-T de-
partment had said. AGENCIES

Anam.Ajmal@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Twitterati is
looking for two unidentified
school children who skillfully
somersaulted and
cartwheeled like sea-
soned gymnasts in a 15-
second video. The clip
which went viral on so-
cial media on Thursday
also caught the eye of
gymnast legend Nadia
Comaneci. Miss Perfect
10 of 1976 Montreal
Olympics retweeted it with
the words, “This is awesome.”

The video was possibly
first posted on TikTok before
it went viral. The video

shows a girl and a boy, both
pre-teens and dressed in
school uniforms, perform
the moves with ease.

The search for the two
kids had begun on
August 26 after
Union minister Ki-
ren Rijiju. retweet-
ed the video posted
by one MV Rao.

“What a pretty
picture! Future
Gymnasts in maki-
ng,” Rao wrote on

August 25. His tweet was sh-
ared by Rijiju, who asked for
help in identifying the kids.

After Comaneci posted
the video, Rijiju acknowl-

edged it in another tweet,
writing, “I’m happy that @na-
diacomaneci10 tweeted it! As
first gymnast who scored per-
fect 10.0 at the 1976 Montreal
Olympics, and then, received
six more perfect 10s to win
three gold medals, it becomes
very special. I’ve urged to in-
troduce these kids to me.”

Other Twitter users, too,
replied on Comaneci’s tweets.
“Wow… Compliments from
the Queen of gymnastics, for-
mer Olympian from Roma-
nia…Coming from you, these
words will definitely inspire
school going kids to take up
such sports at an early stage,”
tweeted Jignesh Purohit.

Comaneci awed by video of
schoolkids’ gymnastics skills

BEHAVIOUR ANALYSIS
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Senior advocate Rajeev Dhavan on Friday filed a contempt
petition in the Supreme Court against an 88-year-old

Chennai-based former education officer in the HRD ministry for
cursing him for appearing for Muslim parties in the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid land dispute case. His petition,
settled by senior advocate Kapil Sibal, sought initiation of
contempt proceedings against N Shanmugam for “threatening
the petitioner for appearing for Muslim parties in the case”. TNN

Dhawan files contempt petition

Several Congress leaders
backed Shivakumar, with

the party’s Karnataka unit
accusing BJP of turning central
agencies into weapons of
harassment. KPCC president
Dinesh Gundurao said: “BJP
has been misusing its power to
silence political opponents”.
He said there was pressure on
Shivakumar to join BJP. “These
raids are happening as he did
not oblige, ” Gundurao said. TNN

Cong leaders rally
behind colleague

ED questions K’taka Cong
neta DKS in Delhi for 4 hrs

Nadia Comaneci

Israel wants to post personnel
in India to screen Tel Aviv flyers
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